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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1949, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Urmston. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  submit  my  second  annual  report  on  the  health  and 
sanitary  conditions  of  your  district  and  the  work  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  during  the  year  1949. 

I  took  over  the  duties  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
on  5th  July,  1948  under  an  arrangement  between  the  District 
Council  and  the  Lancashire  County  Council.  The  arrange¬ 
ment  has  worked  well  and  no  difficulties  have  been 
encountered. 

Under  the  Lancashire  County  Council’s  scheme  of 
divisional  health  administration  under  the  National  Health 
Service  Act  of  1946,  Urmston  is  combined  with  Stretford  to 
form  Health  Division  No.  16.  From  5th  July,  1948,  the 
Divisional  Health  Committee  became  responsible  for  the 
administration  of  the  following  health  services  : — 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

Health  Visiting  Service. 

Domiciliary  Midwifery  Service. 

Home  Nursing  Service. 

Domestic  Help  Service. 

Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

Ambulance  Service. 

Health  Centres  and  Health  Education. 

Mental  Health  Service. 

The  Council  is  represented  on  the  Divisional  Health 
Committee  by  Councillors  H.  Howsdon,  A.  C.  Robertson, 
(Mrs.)  R.  V.  Royle-Higginson  and  W.  Wroe,  T.P. 

I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my 
appreciation  of  the  valued  assistance  I  have  received  from  all 
the  members  of  the  staff  and  the  courtesy  and  encouragement 
extended  to  me  by  the  members  of  the  Council. 

E.  H.  WALKER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A.— GEOGRAPHICAL  AND  SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Urmston  Urban  District  lies  6  miles  west-south-west 
of  Manchester  and  consists  of  a  large  residential  area,  and  a 
large  industrial  area  comprising  more  than  half  of  the 
Trafford  Park  Estate.  The  district  is  very  flat  and  covers  an 
area  of  4,797  acres ;  the  height  above  the  Ordnance  datum 
varies  from  50-80  feet.  The  district  is  bounded  on  the  north¬ 
west  by  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal,  on  the  south  by  the 
River  Mersey  and  on  the  east  and  north-east  by  the  Borough 
of  Stretford. 

Prior  to  amalgamation  with  Davyhulme  and  Flixton 
in  April,  1933,  the  population  of  the  Urmston  Urban  District 
was  9,284  (Census  1931)  ;  it  is  now  estimated  by  the  Registrar 
General  to  be  38,980. 

The  number  of  occupied  houses  in  the  district  at  31st 
December,  1949,  was  11,965;  rateable  value  £304,522  and  the 
product  of  a  penny  rate  £1,234.  13s.  8d. 

The  residential  area  is  well  laid  out,  with  abundant 
open  spaces  and  recreation  grounds,  including  two  golf  courses 
and  several  parks. 

The  chief  industries  carried  on  in  Trafford  Park  are 
petroleum  storage,  oil  refining,  manufacture  of  asbestos,  steel, 
wire,  chemicals,  furniture,  textile  machinery,  also  engineering 
and  electricity  works. 

There  has  not  been  any  unusual  or  excessive 
mortality  during  the  year  which  has  required  investigation. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTH  RATE  —  Births  registered  were  673,  the  same 
as  the  previous  year,  representing  a  birth  rate  per  thousand 
of  the  estimated  population  of  17.3. 

The  following  table  gives  a  comparison  between 
the  live  birth  rates  in  the  Urban  District,  the  Lancashire 
Administrative  County  Area  and  in  England  and  Wales  for 
the  years  indicated : 
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Year. 

Urmston. 

County. 

England  and 
Wales 

1938 

16.6 

14.14 

15.1 

1944 

21.5 

18.64 

18.0 

1945 

17.6 

16.62 

16.1 

1946 

17.6 

18.42 

19.1 

1947 

21.7 

20.48 

20.5 

1948 

17.4 

17.21 

17.9 

1949 

17.3 

15.99 

16.7 

Mean  of 

1944-1948  19.2 


The  following  table  gives  total  live  births,  illegitimate 
births  and  still-births  for  the  years  indicated  : — 


Year. 

Total  Live 
Births. 

Illegitimate 

Births. 

Stillbirths. 

1938 

533 

13 

24 

1944 

752 

23 

16 

1945 

619 

41 

26 

1946 

650 

35 

19 

1947 

827 

30 

19 

1948 

673 

28 

24 

1949 

673 

29 

15 

INFANT  MORTALITY.-  The  death  rate  of  infants 
under  one  year  of  age  was  31  per  thousand  live  births.  The 
following  table  gives  a  comparison  for  the  years  indicated 
with  the  figures  for  the  Lancashire  Administrative  County 
Area  and  for  England  and  Wales  : — 


Death  Rate  per  thousand  live  births. 


England  and 

Year. 

Urmston. 

County. 

Wales. 

1938 

26 

55 

53 

1944 

49 

46 

46 

1945 

29 

50 

46 

1946 

30 

46 

43 

1947 

33 

47 

41 

1948 

29 

40 

34 

1949 

31 

38 

32 

Mean  of 

1944-48 

35 

5 


The  death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per 
thousand  live  births,  is  compared  below  with  the  death  rate 
of  legitimate  infants  per  thousand  legitimate  live  births  and 
the  death  rate  of  illegitimate  infants  per  thousand  illegitimate 
live  births,  during  the  last  five  years. 


Death 

Rate  per 

1,000 

Live  Births 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

All  Infants  . 

...  29 

30 

33 

29 

31 

Legitimate  Infants 

...  27 

26 

33 

29 

33 

Illegitimate  Infants 

...  48 

114 

33 

35 

Nil 

NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY. 

The  following  table  gives  the  death  rate  of  infants 
under  the  age  of  one  month,  per  thousand  live  births,  for  each 
of  the  past  eight  years  : — 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 


Year.  Live  Births. 

1942  .  40.6 

1943  .  29.0 

1944  .  30.6 

1945  .  17.7 

1946  .  18.4 

1947  .  15.7 

1948  .  14.8 

1949  .  16.3 


Whilst  the  neo-natal  mortality  rates  indicate  a  satis¬ 
factory  trend,  the  following  statement  illustrates  the  need  for 
research  into  the  causes  of  this  unfortunate  loss  of  infants, 
a  large  proportion  of  which  is  due  to  causes  which  are  not  at 
present  amenable  to  control. 


Deaths  under 

Deaths  under 

Deaths  under 

Year. 

Births. 

One  Year. 

One  Month. 

Three  Days. 

1944 

752 

37 

23 

12 

1945 

619 

18 

11 

5 

1946 

650 

21 

12 

7 

1947 

827 

28 

14 

9 

1948 

673 

20 

10 

5 

1949 

673 

20 

11 

6 

The  causes  of  death  during  the  year  were  gastro-enteritis 
(1),  pneumonia  (3),  prematurity  (6),  asphyxia  (4),  atelectasis 
(1),  hrcmatoma  (1),  heart  disease  (1),  convulsions  (1),  foetal 
abnormality  (1),  rhesus  incompatibility  (1). 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

There  were  two  deaths  reported  during  1949  due  to 
“  maternal  causes.”  The  following  table  gives  particulars  of 
the  maternal  death  rate  for  the  years  indicated : — 


Y  ear 
1938 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

Mean  of  five  years 
1944-48  0.85 

GENERAL  DEATH  RATE. 


Maternal  Deaths  per 
1,000  Live  and  Still  Births. 

1.79 

2.60 

Nil 

Nil 

1.18 

Nil 

2.91 

0.83 


Maternal  Deaths  per 
1,000  Live  Births. 

1.87 

2.65 

Nil 

Nil 

1.2 

Nil 

2.97 


The  total  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  was  422 
compared  with  382  in  the  previous  year.  The  detailed  analysis 
for  the  years  1945,  1946,  1947,  1948  and  1949  giving  the  causes 
of  death  for  both  sexes,  is  shown  in  the  table  on  page  8. 


The  crude  death  rate  for  1949  was  10.8.  The  following 
table  gives  the  deaths  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  popula¬ 
tion  for  the  years  indicated  for  the  Urban  District  and  for 


England  and  Wales  : — 

Year.  Urmston. 

England  and  Wales. 

1938 

9.1 

11.6 

1945 

10.2 

11.4 

1946 

10.8 

11.5 

1947 

11.5 

12.0 

1948 

9.9 

10.8 

1949 

10.8 

11.7 

Mean  of  the  five 
years  1944-48 

10.6 

The  death  rate  from  infectious  disease  was  negligible. 
The  mortality  from  cancer  showed  a  decline,  the"  deaths 
numbering  56  as  compared  with  65  in  the  previous  year.  The 
death  rate  from  this  disease  was  1.44  per  thousand  of  the 
population  compared  with  the  mean  for  the  5  years  1944-1948 
of  1.75.  Deaths  from  heart  disease  numbered  136  this  being 
more  than  in  any  preceding  year.  Deaths  from  intracranial 
vascular  lesions,  which  numbered  57  showed  an  increase  as 
compared  with  46  in  the  previous  year. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1945-1949. 
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SECTION  B. — GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES.—  With  the  exception  of 
swimming  bath  water  all  examinations  are  undertaken  at  the 
Laboratory  at  Monsall  Hospital,  Newton  Heath,  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service  (directed  by  the  Medical  Research 
Council  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Health).  Samples  of 
swimming  bath  water  are  submitted  to  the  Clinical  Research 
Association  Ltd.,  London.  The  chemical  examination  of 
samples  of  ice-cream  and  water-ices  is  undertaken  by  a  con¬ 
sulting  chemist  in  private  practice. 


The  number  of  examinations  carried  out  during  1949 
on  behalf  of  the  Council  was  450  made  up  as  follows : — 

Throat  Swabs .  53 

Ear  „  5 

Eye  „  3 

Nasal  „  2 

Vaginal  „  1 

Pus  Smears .  1 

Stomach  Contents  .  1 

Sputum  .  2 

Blood  .  3 

Faeces  .  13 

Urine  . 2 


Milk : — 

Tubercle  Bacilli  . .  102 

B.  Coli  .  45 

Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test .  108 

Phosphatase  Test  .  59 

Turbidity  Test  . 1 

Ice-Cream : — 

Bacteriological  .  22 

Chemical  .  8 

Water-Ices  (Chemical) .  3 

Swimming  Bath  Water .  12 

Well  Water .  4 
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LOCAL  LEGISLATION. 

The  following  legislation  affecting  the  public  health 
is  in  force  in  the  district : — 

Urmston  Urban  District  Council  Act,  1935. 

Urmston  Urban  District  Council  Act,  1949. 

Byelaws  relating  to  Cemetery,  made  10th  September, 

1901. 

Byelaws  relating  to  Houses-let-in-Lodgings,  made  26th 

October,  1931. 

Byelaws  relating  to  Transport  of  Food,  made  1st  January 

1937. 

Byelaws  relating  to  Sale  of  Food,  made  1st  October, 

1938. 

Byelaws  relating  to  New  Buildings,  made  30th  December 

1939. 

Byelaws  relating  to  Pleasure  Fairs,  made  1st  August, 

1949. 

MEDICAL  PRACTITIONERS.—  There  are  16  resident 
doctors  in  the  district  and  about  the  same  number  residing  in 
neighbouring  districts  who  practice  in  the  area. 

HOSPITALS  — The  district  is  well  served  with  hospit¬ 
als..  Park  Hospital,  Davyhulme,  caters  for  surgical,  gyneco¬ 
logical,  medical  and  maternity  cases  and  Urmston  Cottage 
Hospital  continues  to  fulfil  a  useful  function  catering  for  15 
maternity  patients  and  10  general  cases. 

REGISTRATION  OF  NURSING  HOMES.—  The  Lanca¬ 
shire  County  Council  is  the  local  authority  for  the  control  and 
registration  of  private  nursing  homes  in  the  Urban  District 
and  at  the  end  of  1949  there  was  one  home  of  this  type  in 
Urmston  under  the  supervision  of  the  Divisional  Health 
Committee. 

SECTION  G— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF 

THE  AREA. 

WATER  SUPPLY. —  I  his  is  supplied  by  the  Manchester 
Corporation ;  the  quality  is  excellent  and  the  quantity 
sufficient.  Water  is  supplied  from  the  public  mains  to  11,997 
houses.  One  dwelling-house  in  the  district  is  supplied  from 
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a  well.  No  liability  to  plumbo-solvent  action  has  been  noticed 
nor  any  evidence  as  to  contamination  by  lead.  Extensions 
have  been  made  during  the  year  to  meet  the  demands  of  new 
housing  estates.  The  water  is  analysed  at  regular  intervals 
by  the  Manchester  Corporation  Waterworks  Department. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE.— The  sewage  from  the 
township  of  Davyhulme  is  received  and  treated  at  the  Sewage 
Disposal  Works  of  the  Manchester  Corporation  at  Davyhulme. 
Sewage  from  Urmston  and  Flixton  is  received  at  the  Coun¬ 
cil’s  Sewage  Works  at  Flixton  where  it  is  treated  prior  to 
discharge  into  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. — The  local  authority  for  the 
prevention  of  pollution  in  the  urban  district  is  the  Fancashire 
Rivers  Board. 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION  AT  END  OF  1949:— 


No.  of  Middens .  2 

„  Closets  attached  to  these  middens .  2 

„  Pail  Closets  .  19 

„  Dry  Ashpits  (excluding  middens) .  1 

„  Trough  Closets  .  Nil 

„  Waste-water  Closets  .  43 

„  Fresh-water  Closets  .  12298 

„  Movable  Ashbins  for  Refuse .  12600 


During  the  year  one  privy  closet  was  converted  to  a 
fresh  water  closet  and  two  dry  ashpits  were  abolished  and 
movable  ashbins  substituted. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING.-  Refuse  Collection,  Disposal, 
and  Street  Gully  Emptying  is  carried  out  under  the  super¬ 
vision  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  street  sweeping 
comes  under  the  control  of  the  Council’s  Surveyor.  The 
whole  of  the  house  and  trade  refuse  is  removed  by  mechanical 
refuse  collection  vehicles  and  removed  to  a  tip  in  the  meadows, 
Urmston,  where  it  is  disposed  of  exclusively  by  controlled 
tipping.  Street  gully  emptying  is  carried  out  by  a  motor 
vehicle  specially  designed  for  the  purpose  of  750  gallons 
capacity. 

SANITARY  INSPECTIONS.- The  number  of  visits  and 
inspections  of  premises  during  the  year  was  5,397  as  against 
4,850  in  1947.  The  number  of  nuisance  defects  discovered 
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was  1,229  of  which  1,009  were  abated.  Notices  served  were 
534  informal  and  168  statutory.  One  owner  was  summoned 
for  non-compliance  of  a  notice  served  under  Section  93  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  and  the  work  was  carried  out  follow¬ 
ing  a  Court  order. 


SHOPS— One  hundred  and  ninety-seven  inspections 
were  carried  out  under  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  relating  to 
ventilation,  temperature,  and  sanitary  conveniences  in  shops. 
Conditions  generally  were  fairly  satisfactory. 

CAMPING  SITES. —  There  are  no  such  sites,  either 
military  or  civilian,  within  the  Urban  District. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. —  There  are  80  factory  and 
works  chimneys  in  the  district  and  during  the  year  48  smoke 
observations  were  taken.  The  time  limit  allowed  for  emission 
of  black  smoke  is  4  minutes  per  hour.  Apparatus  has  been 
installed  in  various  parts  of  the  district  for  measuring  sulphur 
emissions  from  industrial  development  in  an  adjoining  district. 

Efforts  are  constantly  being  made  to  induce  factory 
owners,  engineers,  and  stokers  in  charge  of  boiler  plants  to 
take  an  active  interest  in  smoke  abatement. 

The  Council  is  represented  by  three  members  on  the 
Manchester  and  District  Regional  Smoke  Abatement  Com¬ 
mittee. 


SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS.— In  1933  the  Council 

erected  at  a  cost  of  £31,000  a  modern  indoor  baths  on  a  site 
of  1^  acres,  the  main  feature  of  which  is  a  swimming  pool 
wherein  the  water  is  kept  constantly  at  a  temperature  of  78 
degrees  Farenheit.  The  pool  is  of  unique  design  having  a 
circular  expansion  in  the  centre  and  is  100  feet  in  length, 
36  feet  wide  at  each  end  and  64  feet  across  the  centre.  Its 
capacity  is  180,000  gallons  and  it  accommodates  180  bathers 
at  any  one  time.  Installed  in  the  building  are  a  number  of 
showers  and  slipper  baths.  Twelve  samples  of  water  were 
taken  from  the  swimming  pool  during  the  year  and  submitted 
for  bacteriological  and  chemical  examination.  The  results  in 
each  case  showed  the  water  to  be  quite  safe  for  bathing 
purposes. 
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DISINFESTATION. —  Eleven  Council  houses  and  41 
privately  owned  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  during  the 
year  and  disinfestation  was  carried  out  in  each  case.  In  cases 
of  serious  infestation  fumigation  is  carried  out  with  Hydrogen 
Cyanide,  the  work  being  done  by  contractor.  For  slight 
infestation,  treatment  by  D.D.T.  is  carried  out  by  the  Health 
Department  staff. 

SCHOOLS.— The  sanitary  condition  of  the  schools  is 
maintained  in  a  satisfactory  condition  and  each  is  provided 
with  town’s  water.  No  closure  of  schools  for  epidemic  illness 
was  necessary  during  1949. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. —  Three  trades  are  established 
in  the  district  under  this  head ;  one  tripe  boiler  and  gut  scraper, 
and  two  soap  boilers. 

FACTORIES —  Details  of  the  action  taken  under  this 
heading  are  to  be  found  in  the  table  on  page  14. 

HOUSES-LET-IN-LODGINGS. —  There  are  no  “  common 
lodging  houses  ”  in  the  urban  district  but  8  “  houses-let-in- 
lodgings  ”  were  registered  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  in  the 
aggregate  their  sanitary  condition  could  be  classed  as  fair. 

RAG  FLOCK  ACTS,  1911  and  1928.—  There  are  no  pre¬ 
mises  in  the  district  in  which  rag  flock  is  manufactured,  used 
or  sold. 


SECTION  D. — HOUSING, 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year : — 

Traditional 

Prefabricated  houses.  permanent 

Temporary  Permanent  houses. 


(») 

By  the  Council 

Nil 

Nil 

97 

(») 

By  other  local 
authorities  .  .  . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(Hi) 

By  other  bodies 
or  persons  .  .  . 

Nil 

Nil 

10 

— Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses 

DURING 

THE  YEAR  : - 

(1) — ( a )  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  .  265 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  915 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 
Inspections  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health. 


Premises 

(1) 

Number  of 

No.  on 
Register 
(2) 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

FACTORIES  with 

mechanical  power 

148 

74 

10 

Nil. 

FACTORIES  without 
mechanical  power 

31 

10 

Nil. 

Nil. 

OTHER  PREMISES  under 
the  Act  (including  works 
of  building  and  engin¬ 
eering  construction  but 
not  including  outwork¬ 
ers’  premises) 

38 

38 

Nil. 

Nil. 

217 

122 

10 

Nil. 

Defects  Found. 


Number  ( 

)f  Defects 

Referred 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remed¬ 

ied 

(3) 

to  H.M. 
Inspec¬ 
tor 

(4) 

by  H.M. 
Inspec¬ 
tor 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (Sec:  1) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (Sec:  2) 

» 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (Sec:  3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (Sec:  4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (Sec:  6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

"Insufficient 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

Sanitary 

Conveniences  -< 

Unsuitable  or 

9 

9 

3 

(Sec:  7) 

defective 

Not  separate  for 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Other  Offences 

sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

10 

10 

— 

4 

14 


(2)  — (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  6 

(3)  — Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  1 

(4)  — Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  264 

2 —  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

Statutory  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  ...  ...  187 

3 —  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
statutary  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rend¬ 
ered  fit  after  service  of  statutory  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  the  Council  in  default  of  owners  ...  1 

( b )  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

statutory  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rend¬ 

ered  fit  after  service  of  statutory  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

(b)  By  the  Council  in  default  of  owners  ...  4 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 
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(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  made...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

4 — Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV — Overcrowding. 

(a)  — (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded 

at  the  end  of  the  year 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(c)  — (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  4 

There  is  a  waiting  list  of  approximately  1,150  families 
urgently  requiring  Council  houses  and  of  this  figure  650 
families  are  without  homes  of  their  own.  On  31st  December, 
1949,  the  Council  had  151  permanent  houses  in  hand  and  con¬ 
templates  building  another  475. 

SECTION  E.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION 

OF  FOOD. 

MILK  SUPPLY. —  The  registration  of  dairy  farms  and 
cowkeepers  together  with  the  enforcement  of  the  regulations 
respecting  dairy  farms  became  the  responsibility  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  on  1st  October,  1949. 
Prior  to  that  date  there  were  9  dairy  farms  in  the  district 
and  52  inspections  were  carried  out  by  the  sanitary  inspectors. 

In  the  Urban  District  there  were  26  dairymen  or 
milk  purveyors  (other  than  cow-keepers)  on  the  register  at 
31st  December,  1949. 

The  following  licences  under  the  Milk  (Special 
Designations)  Regulations,  1936  to  1946,  have  been  issued  to 


dealers : — 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  : 

(i)  Bottling  .  Nil 

(ii)  Distribution  .  9 


No 

figures 

available 
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Pasteurised  Milk  : 

(i)  Plants  .  1 

(ii)  Retail  Distributors  .  7 

Under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk) 
Regulations,  1949,  which  became  operative  on  1st  October, 
1949,  the  licensing  of  pasteurising  establishments  passed  from 
the  Council  to  the  Lancashire  County  Council  as  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Authority  for  the  Urban  District. 

The  authorised  designations  for  heat  treated  milk 
under  the  new  Regulations  are  “Pasteurised”  and  “Sterilised,” 
the  latter  being  a  new  designation  and  during  the  period  1st 
October-31st  December,  5  dealers’  licences  were  issued. 

The  sampling  of  milk  produced  or  retailed  in  the 
district  has  been  continued,  the  number  of  samples  taken 
was  315  as  follows  : — 

102  samples  submitted  for  biological  test  of  which  6 
were  positive. 

108  samples  submitted  for  methylene  blue  test  of 
which  50  were  unsatisfactory. 

59  samples  submitted  for  the  phosphatase  test  of  which 
1  was  unsatisfactory. 

45  samples  submitted  for  B.  Coli  examination  of 
which  18  were  unsatisfactory. 

1  sample  submitted  for  turbidity  test  which  was 
satisfactory. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. — All  shops  and  stalls  re¬ 
tailing,  storing  or  preparing  foodstuffs  are  inspected  regularly 
by  the  sanitary  inspectors  and  action  taken  where  necessary. 
With  the  exception  of  occasional  pig  killing  on  local  farms, 
no  animal  slaughtering  has  been  carried  out  in  the  district 
since  the  inception  of  centralised  slaughtering  by  the  Ministry 
of  Food.  No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  reported  during 
the  year. 

Under  Section  115  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council 
(Rivers  Board  and  General  Powers)  Act,  1938,  any  person 
who  offers  or  exposes  for  sale  in  the  Urban  District  any  meat 
food  product,  fish,  fruit  or  vegetables,  must  be  registered  by 
the  Urban  District  Council  being  the  local  authority  for  the 
purpose  of  the  Act  within  the  Urban  District.  At  31st  Decem¬ 
ber,  1949  there  were  10  registrations  in  force. 
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All  persons  engaged  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of 
ice-cream  in  the  district  are  required  to  be  registered  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Urmston  Urban  District  Council  Act, 
1935.  In  May,  1947,  the  Health  Committee  recommended  that 
representatives  of  neighbouring  Councils  be  invited  to  a 
meeting  to  discuss  possibilities  of  uniformity  of  practice  in 
regard  to  the  interpretation  and  implementation  of  the  Ice- 
Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1947-48.  A  joint 
meeting  was  held  and  a  Technical  Committee  was  appointed 
which  held  several  meetings  and  ultimately  compiled  five 
Codes  of  Practice  on  the  standards  to  be  maintained  in  ice¬ 
cream  premises  as  follows  : — 

(i)  Factory  premises  in  which  heat-treated  ice-cream  is 
manufactured,  stored  or  otherwise  dealt  with  in 
bulk. 

(ii)  Premises  in  which  cold-mix  ice-cream  is  manufac¬ 
tured,  stored  or  otherwise  dealt  with  in  bulk. 

(iii)  Retail  shops  and  distribution  premises  where  ice¬ 
cream  is  manufactured,  stored  or  sold  loose. 

(iv)  Premises  in  which  water  ices  are  manufactured, 
stored  or  sold. 

(v)  Vehicles  and  open-air  stalls  from  which  ice-cream 
and/or  water. ices  are  sold. 

These  codes  of  practice  were  approved  and  adopted 
by  the  Lancashire  County  Council  and  the  other  Local 
Authorities  represented. 


The  sampling  and  analysis  of  food  and  drugs  in  this 
district  is  under  the  control  of  the  Lancashire  County  Coun¬ 
cil.  The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  supplies  the 
following  particulars  regarding  samples  obtained  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  and  states  that  195  samples  were 
obtained  in  the  Urban  District  during  1949  of  which  142  were 
milk.  The  53  other  samples  comprised  : — 


3  Parrish’s  chemical  food. 

1  Custard  powder. 

2  Flour. 

1  Pork  sausage. 

2  Fish  paste,  canned. 


2  Mustard  compound. 
2  Bread. 

2  Barley. 

2  Fish,  canned. 

2  Mixed  pickles. 
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1  Piccalilli. 

1  Fish  paste,  jar. 

1  Yorkshire  relish. 
4  Sweets. 

1  Beef  paste. 

2  Prunes. 

1  Meat  paste. 

4  Tea. 

4  Sugar. 


1  Sweet  pickle. 

2  Sauce. 

1  Tomato  sauce. 

2  Ice-cream. 

2  V eal  and  ham  paste. 

1  Pork  and  beef  paste. 
1  Potted  meat,  canned. 
4  Margarine. 

1  Beef  sausage. 


All  the  above  samples  were  certified  by  the  County 
Analyst  to  be  genuine  with  the  exception  of  the  following: — 


Sample. 

Result  of  Analysis. 

Action  taken. 

1  formal 
milk. 

Deficient  of  12.3%  of  solids- 
not-fat ;  the  freezing  point 
indicated  the  presence  of 
11.4%  of  extraneous  water. 

Prosecution.  Case 

dismissed  on  pay¬ 
ment  of  £4  4s.  Od. 
costs. 

1 

informal 

milk. 

Deficient  16.0%  fat. 

Vendor  notified. 

1 

informal 

milk. 

Deficient  5.0%  fat. 

Local  Authority  in 
which  farm  situated, 
notified. 

1  pork 
sausage. 

Meat  content  52.5%  con¬ 
sisted  of  beef  sausage. 

Vendor  cautioned. 

1  formal 
milk. 

Deficient  7.7%  solids-not- 
fat.  Freezing  point  indi¬ 

cated  the  presence  of  7.7% 
extraneous  water. 

Prosecution.  Vendor 
fined  £5  and  £3  3s.  Od. 
costs. 

1  veal 
and  ham 
paste. 

Deficient  4.5%  of  the  mini¬ 
mum  percentage  of  meat. 

No  action  taken. 

1 

informal 

milk. 

Deficient  11.6%  fat,  and  low 
in  solids-not-fat. 

Vendor  notified  and 
further  samples  ob¬ 
tained. 
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SECTION  F.— PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL 
OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

NOTIFICATIONS.— Almost  every  notifiable  infectious 
disease  showed  a  decline  from  1948  to  1949.  Exceptions 
were  poliomyelitis  (7  cases)  and  typhoid  fever  (4  cases). 
Fortunately  the  poliomyelitis  cases  were  all  mild  without  any 
crippling  sequelae.  The  source  of  the  typhoid  fever  was  out¬ 
side  the  district,  one  death  resulted  and  the  remaining  cases 
are  still  being  followed  up  to  exclude  the  carrier  state.  Once 
again  there  has  been  no  case  of  diphtheria,  a  striking  tribute 
to  the  value  of  immunisation  as  the  following  table  shows : — 


Year. 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 


Cases  notified. 
. 45 


. 

.  34 

.  18 

. 20 

.  17 

. 26 

. .  3 

.  1 

.  1 

_ 

The  clinical  type  of  scarlet-fever  continues  to  be  mild 
and  in  many  instances  is  better  nursed  at  home  provided  that 
proper  isolation  and  nursing  are  available  and  that  there  are 
no  special  reasons  demanding  hospital  treatment. 

The  table  on  page  21  gives  the  incidence  of  notifiable 
infectious  disease  during  the  year. 

DISINFECTION  AFTER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  — 

Seventy-four  houses  and  29  lots  of  bedding  were  disinfected 
during  the  year.  Disinfection  of  premises  is  by  means  of 
formaldehyde  fumigation  carried  out  by  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment.  Infected  bedding,  clothing  and  other  articles  are  dealt 
with  by  steam  disinfection  at  Ladywell  Hospital  under  an 
arrangement  with  the  Salford  Corporation. 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1949. 
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Hospital 
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TUBERCULOSIS.— The  death  rate  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  was  0.26. 
The  following  table  shows  the  death  rates  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  during  the  past  ten  years  : — 


1940  . 

.  0.37 

1941  . 

. .  0.23 

1942  . 

.  0.37 

1943  . 

.  0.40 

1944  . 

.  0.34 

1945  . 

.  0.19 

1946  . 

.  0.37 

1947  . 

.  0.15 

1948  . 

.  0.20 

1949  . . 

. .  0.26 

New  cases  and  mortality  during  1949  are  shown  in 
the  table  below  : — 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

Periods 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Years — 

0— 

1— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

5— 

10— 

1 

* 

15— 

2 

1 

20— 

1 

3 

2 

2 

25— 

5 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

35— 

3 

2 

45— 

2 

1 

1 

55— 

1 

65  & 
upwards 

1 

2 

12 

12 

1 

6 

5 

6 

24 

7 

11 

Nil. 
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The  ratio  of  non-notified  tuberculosis  deaths  to  the 
total  tuberculosis  deaths  during  the  year  was  1  in  5.5.  There 
is  no  evidence  of  excessive  incidence  of,  or  mortality  from 
tuberculosis  in  any  particular  occupation  in  the  district. 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  take  any  action 
under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regula¬ 
tions,  1935,  relating  to  tuberculous  employees  in  the  milk 
trade  and  no  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  has  been  required 
under  Section  172,  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1949. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Urban  District  Council  of 
Urmston. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
work  of  the  Sanitary  and  Cleansing  staffs  for  the  year  1949. 

Of  the  major  difficulties  which  have  confronted  the 
Department  during  the  past  year,  the  worst  has  undoubtedly 
been  the  urgent  repair  of  rented  properties  in  face  of  the 
exceptionally  high  cost  and  near  insolvency  of  numerous  small 
owners.  The  problem  of  maintaining  an  adequate  supply  of 
labour  in  the  cleansing  section,  when  there  is  work  for  every 
available  able-bodied  man  in  other  jobs  of  apparently  higher 
status  and  greater  financial  recompense,  has  proved  on 
occasions  to  be  insurmountable. 


It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,  that  when  our  present 
disturbed  economy  again  settles  down  to  normality  these  very 
real  difficulties  will  disappear. 

I  have  to  express  my  thanks  for  the  support  I  have 
again  received  from  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 
Committee  and  the  unfailing  help  of  Dr.  Walker  and  all 
members  of  the  staff  and  employees  throughout  the  year. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WM.  WOOD, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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COMPLAINTS. 

Total  number  of  complaints  investigated... 

Total  number  of  complaints  confirmed . 

Total  number  of  visits  (including  re-visits) 


735 

565 

1,774 


Nature  of  Complaint.  Number  Received. 

Confirmed. 

Accumulations 

28 

25 

Animals  So-Kept 

9 

7 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

4 

3 

Dirty  Premises 

5 

2 

Flooding 

7 

7 

Housing  Defects 

463 

333 

Obstructed  Drains 

56 

56 

Overcrowding 

11 

1 

Rats  and  Mice 

83 

73 

Vermin 

57 

49 

Miscellaneous 

12 

9 

735 

565 

ABATEMENT  OF  NUISANCES. 

The  following  notices  were  served  during  the  year : — 
Informal  Statutory 

534  168 

LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Sec.  93. 

One  owner  was  summoned  for  non-compliance  of  a 
Notice.  The  work  was  completed  following  a  court  order. 
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INSPECTIONS. 

The  following  tabular  statement  shows  the  number 
of  visits  and  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  during 
the  past  year  : — 


Accumulations  .  Ill 

Animals  So-Kept  .  118 

Council  House  Applications .  15 

Council  House  Inspections .  17 

Drainage  Work  (New  Buildings) .  123 

Drainage  Work  (Existing  Buildings)... .  137 

Dwelling  Houses — re  complaints .  1624 

„  „  —  Overcrowding  .  12 

„  „  —  Infectious  Disease .  141 

„  „  —  Dirty  or  Verminous .  41 

„  „  —  Housing  Acts  .  30 

Dairies .  106 

Farms  .  52 

Factories  Mechanical,  Non-Mechanical  and  Out¬ 
workers  .  94 

Food  Premises  .  222 

Houses-let-in-Fodgings  .  5 

Ice-Cream  Premises  .  215 

Interviews  with  Owners,  Contractors,  etc .  207 

Markets,  Food  Stalls,  Fairs,  etc .  229 

Offensive  Trades  .  4 

Petroleum  .  45 

Public  Houses  .  17 

Public  Cleansing,  Refuse  Tip .  325 

„  _  „  Other  Visits .  219 

Public  Conveniences  .  128 

Rats  and  Mice  .  162 

Shops  .  I97 

Smoke  Abatement .  129 

Swimming  Bath  .  12 

Miscellaneous  . 650 


5,387 
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HOUSING. 


Housing  Defects  ( Detailed  Analysis). 


Outstanding 

Outstanding 

Description 

1948 

Recorded 

Remedied 

1949 

Ceiling 

Plastering 

14 

31 

24 

21 

Dampness 

7 

45 

30 

22 

Eavesgutters, 

R.W.P.’s,  etc. 

10 

99 

82 

2/ 

Fireplaces, 

Grates,  etc. 

8 

50 

42 

lb 

Floors 

13 

25 

18 

20 

Roofs 

7 

107 

79 

35 

Sinks,  Lavatory 

Basins,  etc. 

5 

26 

23 

8 

Walls 

(Pointing,  etc.) 

36 

158 

132 

62 

Wall  Plastering 

24 

83 

59 

48 

W.C.  Soil  Pipes, 

etc. 

2 

28 

27 

3 

Windows, 

Sash-cords,  etc. 

40 

161 

118 

83 

Woodwork 

7 

42 

27 

22 

Yards,  Paths 

6 

66 

58 

14 

Miscellaneous 

21 

57 

55 

23 

200 

978 

774 

404 

The  acute  shortage  of  accommodation  throughout  the 
area  has  caused  not  only  an  increase  in  overcrowding,  but 
taking  advantage  of  the  situation,  certain  tenants  of  the  older 
pre  1918  type  of  property  where  conditions  are  by.  no  means 
ideal,  are  farming  out  rooms  without  any  real  consideration 
as  to  the  facilities  available.  The  Department  is  insisting  in 
all  these  cases  that  the  byelaws  relating  to  “Houses-let-in- 
Lodgings”  are  fully  complied  with. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  during  the  period  under 
review  to  undertake  limited  work  under  the  Housing  Act, 
1936,  but  whilst  small  property  owners  are  in  a  state  of 
“partial  insolvency”  great  care  is  needed  not  to  aggravate  the 
present  serious  position. 

For  the  reconditioning  of  run-down  properties  the 
extensive  operation  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  in  so  far  as  it 
relates  to  “improvement  grants”  appears  to  give  the  greatest 
hope  for  future  progress  in  this  field. 
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FOOD  INSPECTION. 


The  manufacture,  distribution,  handling  and  prepara¬ 
tion  for  sale  of  all  types  of  foodstuffs  have  been  subjected  to 
close  and  continued  attention,  and  improvements  to  numerous 
food  preparing  premises  have  been  carried  out. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  all  foodstuffs  condemned  as 
being  unfit  for  human  consumption  during  the  past  year  and 
subject  to  voluntary  surrender: 


Nature 

Apple  Pulp  . 

Butchers’  Meat.. 
Bacon,  Ham,  etc 

Butter  . 

Beef  (Pressed) 

Cheese  . 

Dried  Fruit  . 

Fish  . 

Frozen  Egg  . . 

Ice-Cream  . 

Poultry  . 

Semolina  Flour.. 


Quantities. 
T ons.  Cwts.  Qrs 
2  5  — 

—  2  3 


Lbs. 

15 

n 

13* 

17 

94 

10 

21 

25 

144 

9 

14 


Total...  2  9  2  34 


Coffee  . 

Dried  Eggs  . 

Fruit  Juice  . 

Fruit  . 

Fish  . 

Fish  Paste . 

Jam  . 

Milk  . 

Meat  Products 

Puddings  . 

Poultry  . 

Soups  . 

Vegetables  . 

Pickles  . 

Sandwich  Spread 


3  Tins 

2 


28 
90 
55 

1200 
104 
233 
214 
3 
2 

37 

71 

33  Jars 

34  „ 
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MILK  CONTROL. 

In  October,  1949,  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations 
and  the  Special  Designation  Regulations  came  into  force  and, 
in  consequence,  the  supervision  of  dairy  farms  and  pasteur¬ 
ising  establishments  passed  from  the  control  of  this  Council 
to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  and  the  County 
Council  respectively.  However,  co-operation  between  the 
Ministry,  the  County  Council  and  the  Department  has  been 
achieved  since  the  change-over  and  the  close  attention  to 
milk  sampling  has  been  maintained.  It  is  gratifying  to  note 
here  that  the  bulk  of  the  milk  retailed  in  the  district  is  either 
Tuberculin  Tested,  Pasteurised  or  Sterilised,  and  it  is  hoped 
that,  in  the  near  future,  all  milk  sold  in  the  area  will  be 
designated. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  samples  submitted 
for  examination  during  the  period  under  review  : — 


Biological 

(T.B.) 

B.  Coli. 

Methylene 

Blue 

Phosphatase 

No. 

Pos. 

Neg. 

No. 

Sat. 

Un- 

Sat. 

No. 

Sat. 

Un- 

Sat. 

No. 

Sat. 

Un- 

Sat. 

102 

6 

96 

45 

27 

18 

108 

58 

50 

59 

58 

1 

» 

Turbidity 

No. 

Sat. 

Un- 

Sat. 

1 

1 

— 

Under  Regulation  55G,  the  County  Sanitary  Officers 
obtained  21  samples  of  milk  pasteurised  in  the  district  which 
gave  the  following  results : — 


Methylene  Blue 

Phosphatase 

No. 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

No. 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

21 

17 

4 

20 

20 

Nil. 
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ICE-CREAM. 


Because  of  public  demand,  the  manufacture  and  sale 
of  this  commodity  continues  to  rapidly  increase,  with  the 
result  that  the  calls  on  the  time  of  your  inspectors  for  super¬ 
vision  and  sampling  are  greater  than  has  been  the  case  for  a 
considerable  period. 

All  manufacturers  and  retailers  premises,  utensils 
and  apparatus,  and  their  methods  of  handling  and  distribution 
have  been  subjected  to  the  sharpest  scrutiny,  and  any  person 
or  premises  falling  short  of  required  standards  dealt  with 
quickly  and  effectively. 

Because  of  the  dangers  of  contamination  of  ice-cream 
by  unsuitable  salesmen,  the  Health  Committee  has  agreed  that 
all  vendors  operating  in  the  area  shall  in  future  be  required 
to  register  with  the  authority.  Power  to  grant  such  registra¬ 
tion  is  contained  in  the  Urmston  Urban  District  Council 
Act,  1935. 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  the 
examination  of  ice-cream  samples  taken  during  the  year : — 


No.  OF 
Samples 

Methylene  Blue 
Provisional  Grade 

1 

2 

3 

4 

22 

8 

2 

9 

3 

In  addition  8  samples  were  submitted  for  chemical 
examination,  all  of  which  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

FACTORY  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 

The  factories  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year 


are  as  follows  : — 

Mechanical  Factories  .  148 

Non-Mechanical  Factories  .  31 

Sites  of  Building  Operations  and 

Works  of  Engineering  Construction,  etc....  38 


Outworkers’  Premises : — The  homes  of  outworkers 
resident  in  the  district  are  regularly  inspected  by  the  sanitary 
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staff  and  generally  both  the  workers  and  their  homes  can  be 
regarded  as  satisfactory. 

No  case  of  infectious  disease  occurred  in  any  out¬ 
workers’  premises. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

The  following  trades  are  on  the  register  of  the 


Department : — 

Soap  Boilers  .  2 

Gut  Scraper  .  1 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 

Prosperous  industry  usually  brings  in  its  train 
increasing  atmospheric  pollution  and  the  last  year  has  proved 
no  exception.  Amongst  the  engineers  and  higher  executives 
however  there  is  a  slow  awakening  to  the  fact  that  the 
pollution  of  the  atmosphere  is  not  only  an  offence  against  the 
community  at  large,  but  that  the  constant  emission  of  smoke 
from  their  boiler  plants  is  wasteful  and  is  indicative  of  a  lack 
of  efficiency. 

The  Council’s  experiment  with  district  heating  on 
the  Stott  Estate,  Flixton,  is  now  rapidly  developing,  and 
viewed  strictly  from  the  angle  of  domestic  smoke  prevention 
has  much  to  commend  it.  The  smokeless  atmosphere  in  the 
immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  dwellings  is  an  encouraging 
augury  for  the  future. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

During  the  year  141  visits  were  made  by  Sanitary 
Inspectors  in  connection  with  cases  of  infectious  disease,  and 
74  disinfections  were  carried  out  together  with  the  removal  of 
29  lots  of  bedding  for  steam  disinfection. 

DISINFESTATION. 

There  has  been  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of 
vermin  infested  houses  in  the  district.  In  all,  49  premises 
were  treated  by  the  application  of  a  contact  insecticide  (i.e. 
Zaldecide,  D.D.T.  or  Vermicene)  and  in  3  serious  cases,  houses 
were  subjected  to  fumigation  by  Hydro-cyanic-Gas. 
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MORTUARY. 


The  Flixton  mortuary  maintained  by  the  Department 
has  been  in  use  ten  times  during  the  year,  and  I  am  indebted 
to  the  County  Police  for  the  following  details  : — 


Causes  of  Death.  Number. 

Natural  Causes  .  8 

Misadventure  .  2 


PETROLEUM  REGULATIONS. 

Sixty-three  licences,  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  or 
petroleum  derivatives,  and  five  for  calcium  carbide,  were 
granted  and  the  fees  received  in  this  connection  amounted 
to  £79. 


SHOPS  ACTS,  1912-36. 

General  conditions  in  local  shops  can  be  regarded  as 
satisfactory.  Enforcement  of  closing  hours  has  presented  no 
difficulty. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 


Public  Conveniences  maintained  by  the  Department : — 


Situation. 

Males. 

Females. 

Station  Road 

2  W.C.’ 

s,  6  urinal  stalls 

3  W.C.’s 

Davyhulme  Circle 

2  „ 

^  >>  >> 

3  „ 

Moorside  Road 

1  „ 

i  » 

2  „ 

Church  Road 

2  „ 

°  >>  >> 

3  „ 

Two  full-time  attendants  are  employed  on  cleansing, 
maintenance  and  supervision. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  the  decrease  in  the  number  of 
major  infestations  treated  during  the  year.  Minor  infesta¬ 
tions  have  increased  slightly  this  being  due  mainly  to 
previously  treated  major  infestations  now  coming  within  the 
minor  category. 

As  in  previous  years  the  bulk  of  treatment  is  carried 
out  in  the  industrial  area  of  Trafford  Park  and  co-operation 
between  managements  and  the  Department  has  been  fully 
maintained.  Regular  visits  and  inspections  of  factory  premises 
are  made  by  the  full-time  Rodent  Operative  and  any  infesta¬ 
tions  found  are  promptly  treated. 
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Test  baiting  of  the  sewers  showed  a  minor  infestation 
which  was  satisfactorily  cleared  by  treatment.  Flixton 
Sewage  Works  and  the  Refuse  Tip  are  regularly  inspected 
and  treated. 

Infestations  in  the  residential  area  of  the  district  are 
confined  to  minor  cases  of  rats  and  mice. 


Major 

Minor 

No.  of  Infestations  Treated 

20 

57 

Poisons  used. 

Zinc  Phosphide 

. .  ...  ... 

6flbs. 

Arsenic 

.  .  .  ...  ... 

SJlbs. 

Red  Squill 

... 

*lb. 

Bait  Used. 

Sausage  Rusk 

. .  ...  ... 

6^cwts. 

Bread  Mash  ... 

.  .  .  ...  ... 

4c  wt. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

This  section  of  the  Department’s  work  has  again 
been  maintained  at  a  fairly  high  level  of  efficiency  despite 
the  continued  ebb  and  flow  of  manual  labour.  The  priority 
given  by  the  Ministry  of  Labour  to  work  of  this  nature 
appears  to  be  of  a  particularly  low  order,  there  being  little 
or  no  appreciation  of  the  necessity  of  sustaining  a  service 
of  first  importance  in  the  field  of  Public  Health.  Labour 
allocated  to  the  Department  during  the  year  included  old  age 
pensioners,  persons  of  low  physical  capacity  and  miscellaneous 
rejects  from  other  industries. 

A  policy  such  as  this,  if  followed  to  its  ultimate 
conclusion,  will  not  only  prevent  any  improvement  of  the 
service,  but  may  eventually  have  disastrous  consequences  on 
the  general  health  of  the  district. 

Late  in  the  year  the  transport  position  became  easier 
with  the  delivery  of  new  vehicles  of  modern  type. 

Transport  at  present  in  service  is  as  follows  : — 


1  Morris  7  cubic  yards  side-loader .  1933 

1  SD  Gully  Emptier .  1937 

1  Scammell  6  cubic  yards  side-loader .  1938 

1  Scammell  12  cubic  yards  rear-loader .  1940 

2  Dennis  10  cubic  yards  side-loaders .  1946 

1  Dennis  10  cubic  yards  side-loader .  1948 

1  SD  24^  cubic  yards  rear-loader .  1949 

1  Dennis  10  cubic  yards  side-loader .  1949 


N.B. — These  last  two  vehicles  were  only  received  in 
November. 
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There  are  12,600  dustbins,  19  pail  closets,  2  privy 
middens,  1  dry  ashpit  and  7,695  street  gullies  in  the  district. 
Dustbins  »and  pail  closets  were  emptied  once  weekly,  ashpits 
as  frequently  as  necessary,  and  all  street  gullies  were  emptied 
and  cleansed  on  at  least  three  occasions  during  the  year. 

The  total  weight  of  domestic  refuse  collected  was 
11,001  tons  and  the  weight  of  refuse  of  all  types  disposed  of 
at  the  Meadow  Road  Tip  was  18,956  tons. 

Of  the  579  galvanized  iron  dustbins  supplied  by  the 
Department,  381  were  sold  to  owners  of  private  houses  and 
198  were  provided  for  Council  properties. 

CLEANSING  COSTS. 


Net  Expenditure 

y  >  >  y 

Net  cost  per  ton 


Refuse  Collection  .. 
Refuse  Disposal 
Collection  1 5/ 1 . 5d . 
Disposal  1/7. 6d. 
Collection  6213.  8s. 
Disposal  ^39.  16s. 
Collection  £'695.  5s. 
Disposal  6125.  19s. 


} 


4d 

lOd 


,} 

7d.  \ 

lid./ 


Net  cost  per  1,000 
population 
Net  cost  per  1,000 
houses 

Tonnage  of  Domestic  Refuse 
Tonnage  of  all  refuse 

Amount  of  Domestic  Refuse  per  1,000  population 
Product  of  a  penny  rate 
Net  Expenditure  on  Collection  and  Disposal 
expressed  as  a  rate  poundage 
No.  of  Houses  in  the  district 
Population 


68-319 

61.653 

..  16/9.  Id. 

6253  5s.  2d. 

6821  5s.  6d. 

11,001  Tons 
18,956  Tons 
282  Tons 
6b235 

7.993d. 

11,965 

38,980 


N.B. — Income  from  the  sale  of  salvage  is  excluded  from  the  above. 


SALVAGE. 

The  aggregate  income  for  the  period  under  review 
was  the  highest  since  the  inception  of  salvage  operations  in 
the  district,  £4,685  being  obtained  from  the  sale  of  materials 
during  the  year. 

A  sudden  fall  in  price  levels  in  October,  which  par¬ 
ticularly  affected  waste  paper,  will  have  a  serious  effect  in 
the  future  and  there  is  little  likelihood  that  present  income 
can  be  maintained. 

The  result  of  the  National  Waste  Paper  Contest 
announced  early  in  the  year  showed  Urmston  as  being 
amongst  the  foremost  urban  authorities  in  the  country  in  this 
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field.  The  award  of  £100  made  to  the  Council,  was  later 
distributed  equally  between  the  Cleansing  Workmen  con¬ 
cerned. 

A  brief  summary  of  the  salvage  effort  up  to  date  is 
shewn  below : — 


Waste  Materials  Recovered, 

INCLUDING 

Kitchen  Waste. 

Weight 

Value 

Collecting 

Allowances 

Year. 

Tons. 

£ 

£ 

1940 . 

....  454  . 

...  1,684  .. 

.  — 

1941 . 

....  769  . 

...  2,523  .. 

.  — 

1942 . 

....  1,170  . 

...  4,350  . 

. .  — 

1943 . 

....  1,020  . 

...  4,248  . 

.  — 

1944 . . 

....  852  . 

...  3,742  . 

.  — 

1945 . 

....  703  . 

...  3,088  . 

.  9 

1946 . 

....  763  . 

...  3,531  . 

.  215 

1947 . 

....  728  . 

...  3,208  . 

.  260 

1948.. . 

....  817  . 

...  3,786  . 

.  394 

1949 . 

....  886  . 

...  4,321  . 

.  364 

8,162 

£34,481 

£1,242 

£35,723 

Total  Weight  of  Materials  Recovered. 

Material. 

T  ons 

Kitchen  Waste  . 

.  2,952 

Waste  Paper  . 

.  3,930 

Tins  . 

.  461 

Textiles  . 

.  234 

Bottles  and  Tars . 

.  213 

Scrap  Metals  . 

.  228 

Bones  . 

.  51 

Miscellaneous  . 

.  93 

Total  ...  8,162  Tons. 
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